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This student fees policy has been adopted by the Board of Directors of Student Success
Programs, Inc. in compliance with the provisions of Article IX, section 5 of the California
Constitution, and Assembly Bill 1575 (“AB 1575”) (effective January 1, 2013), which prohibit
the charging of any student fees for participation in an educational activity at a public school.
This Policy applies to Audeo Charter School and The Charter school of San Diego.
I.

General Statement of Policy

No student enrolled in Charter School shall be required to pay a student fee for participation in
Charter School ’s educational activity unless specifically authorized by law.
II.

Definitions

“Educational activity” means any activity offered by the Charter School that constitutes an
integral fundamental part of a student’s education, including, but not limited to, curricular and
extracurricular activities.
“Pupil fee” means a fee, deposit, or other charge imposed on students, or a student’s parents or
guardians, in violation of Section 49011 and Section 5 of Article IX of the California
Constitution, which require educational activities to be provided free of charge to all students
without regard to their families' ability or willingness to pay fees or request special waivers.
Pursuant to Education Code section 49010, prohibited student fees include, but are not limited to,
the following:
(a) fees charged as a condition for registering for school or classes, or as a condition for
participation in a class or any extracurricular activity, regardless of whether the class or
activity is elective or compulsory, or is for credit;
(b) a security deposit, or other payment, that a student is required to make to obtain a
book, class apparatus, laptop, I-Pad, e-reader or other materials or equipment;
(c) purchase that a pupil is required to make to obtain materials, supplies, equipment, or
uniforms associated with an educational activity.
III.

Policy Against Unlawful Pupil Fees
1. All supplies, materials, and equipment needed for students to participate in the Charter
School’s educational activities shall be provided to students by the school free of charge.

2. Charter School does not use a fee waiver policy to make any student fee permissible.
3. Charter School does not have a “two-tier” educational system. Students who purchase
additional supplies not provided free-of-charge by Charter School, or students who make
voluntary donations to theCharter School’s programs and activities, are not provided a
higher educational standard than students who do not.
4. Charter School does not offer course credit or privileges related to educational activities
in exchange for money or donations of goods or services from a student, and Charter
School does not remove course credit or privileges related to educational activities, or
otherwise discriminate against any student who does not or will not provide money or
donations of goods or services to the school.
5. No fees shall be charged for inter district transfers, tuition or diplomas, mandatory caps
and gowns, or admissions charges, whether for instruction or extracurricular, if part of the
educational program. A cap and gown will be provided free of charge by the Charter School
to graduating students and must be returned to the Charter School after the Graduation
ceremony. Charter School may solicit voluntary donations of funds from students and
parents of students to help cover the cost of cap and gown, but all students are provided
access to a cap and gown, regardless of student or parent donation. Alternatively, students
have the option to purchase their own cap and gown, which does not need to be returned
to Charter School after the graduation ceremony.
IV.

Lawful Fees

These prohibitions shall not be interpreted to prohibit the imposition of a fee, deposit, or other
charge otherwise allowed by law. (Education Code § 49011(e).) These include the following:
1. Charter School Reasonable fees [up to an amount not to exceed $10,000] for the
replacement of lost, damaged or unreturned school supplies, such as school ID cards,
library books, laptops, iPads, e-readers, or library late return fees.
2. Fees for field trips and excursions in connection with courses of instruction or school
related social, educational, cultural, as long as no student is prevented from making the
field trip or excursion because of lack of sufficient funds. Charter School may solicit
voluntary donations of funds or services from students and parents of students to help
fund the field trips that are part of the curriculum, but all students may participate
regardless of student or parent donation.
3. Fees for optional attendance as a spectator at a school sponsored activity
4. Charges for food served to students, subject to free and reduced price meal program
eligibility and other restrictions specified in law.
5. Charges for medical or hospital insurance for field trips that is made available by the
Charter School.

6. Fees for outdoor science school camp programs or cadet corps program, so long as no
student is denied the opportunity to participate because of nonpayment of the fee.
7. Reimbursement for the direct cost of materials provided to a student for property the
student has fabricated from such materials for his/her own possession and use, such as
wood shop, art, or CTE projects kept by the student.
8. Reimbursement for the actual cost of duplicating public records, student records, or a
prospectus of the school curriculum. (Government Code § 6253; Education Code §
49091.14). There are two exceptions: First, no charge shall be made for furnishing up to
two transcripts of former pupils' records or up to two verifications of various records of
former pupils. (Education Code § 49065.) Second, if the cost would effectively prevent
the parent of a special education pupil from exercising the right to receive copies of pupil
records, the copies shall be reproduced at no cost.
9. Fees for transportation to and from school, and transportation between school and
regional occupational centers, programs or classes, as long as the fee does not exceed the
statewide average nonsubsidized cost per student and provided there is a waiver provision
based on financial need.
10. Fees for transportation of pupils to places of summer employment.
11. Tuition fees charged to pupils whose parents are actual and legal residents of an adjacent
foreign country or an adjacent state.
12. Tuition fees collected from foreign students attending Charter School pursuant to an F-1
visa, equal to the full unsubsidized per capita cost of providing education during the
period of attendance.
13. Fees for an optional fingerprinting program for kindergarten or other newly enrolled
students, if the fee does not exceed the actual costs associated with the program.
14. Fees for community classes in civic, vocational, literacy, health, homemaking, and
technical and general education, not to exceed the cost of maintaining the community
classes.
15. Charges for eye safety devices for a student to keep, at a price not to exceed the school's
actual costs, so long as the school provides them free for use in specified courses or
activities in which students are engaged in, or are observing, an activity or the use of
hazardous substances likely to cause injury to the eyes.
16. Fees for Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Diploma examinations for
college credit, so long as (1) taking the exam is not a course requirement and (2) the
exam results have no impact on a pupil's grade or credit in a course. An LEA may fund
all or part of the cost of the AP test fee for an economically disadvantaged high school
pupil or the IB test fee for a low- or middle-income pupil.

17. Fees for After School Education and Safety Programs, so long as no eligible student is
denied the ability to participate because of an inability to pay the fee.
Fees for childcare and development services, except that no fees shall be assessed to students
enrolled in the program for severely disabled children as stated in Education Code § 8250(d) or
families receiving CalWORKS cash aid. Fees for state preschool, except that no family fees shall
be assessed to students placed in state preschool by an IEP or families receiving CalWORKS
cash aid. (Education Code §§ 8239, 8259(d)(3), 8263(g), (h), 8265, 8447(g), 5600.) Fees for
supervision of children before and after school, except that no child who desires to participate
shall be denied the opportunity to participate because of inability to pay the fee. (Education Code
§§ 8487 and 8488.)
V.

Voluntary Contributions

Nothing in this Policy shall be interpreted to prohibit solicitation of voluntary donations of funds
or property, voluntary participation in fundraising activities, or Charter School and other entities
from providing student prizes or other recognition for voluntarily participating in fundraising
activities.
Pupils, parents, and guardians are still encouraged (though not required) to make voluntary
contributions or donations of time, money, or property and to participate in fund raising activities.
Pupils may be encouraged to participate in fundraising activities through prizes or other
recognition for voluntary participation.
VI.

Notice

Students and parents of students will be provided a copy of this policy at the start of each school
year as part of Charter School ’s Student and Parent Resource Guide.
VII.

Complaint and Remedy Procedures

Students, parents or guardians who believe they are being charged an impermissible pupil fee
should contact the Executive Director or designee, or file a complaint pursuant to pursuant to
Charter School ’s Uniform Complaint Procedures Policy (“UCP”) set forth in Student and Parent
Handbook. As outlined in the UCP, complaints related to school fees may be made
anonymously. Pupil fee complaints shall be filed not later than one year from the date the alleged
violation occurred.
In the event Charter School finds merit in a pupil fees complaint, or the California Department of
Education (“CDE”) finds merit in an appeal, Charter School shall provide a remedy to all affected
students, parents/guardians that, where applicable, includes reasonable efforts by Charter School
to ensure full reimbursement to all affected students and parents/guardians, subject to procedures
established through regulations adopted by the state board. Under 5 CCR § 4600(u), “reasonable
efforts” means a public school’s good faith attempts to identify and fully reimburse all pupils,
parents and guardians who paid a pupil fee within one year prior to the filing of the complaint, as
follows:

(1)

(2)

Reasonable efforts to identify pupils who paid a pupil fee include but are not limited
to researching existing school records, contacting pupils who were enrolled in or
participating in the educational activity during the time the pupil fee was charged,
and considering submissions of proof of payment of the pupil fee.
Reasonable efforts to fully reimburse all pupils, parents and guardians who paid a
pupil fee include but are not limited to crediting the pupil's school financial account
and sending reimbursement by first class mail to the pupil's last known primary
address as contained in school or local educational agency records. If the school
has knowledge that a pupil's last known address as contained in school or local
educational agency records is no longer valid, the school may attempt to obtain a
more recent address from any notices returned to the school or local educational
agency by the United States Postal Service.

